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unemployment has ceased, where wages rise, and cost of
commodities falls

To have been strictly scientific, however, my standard
of comparison should have been, not London or Paris, but
the Russia of two and twenty years ago, where life, so far
as it concerned mother and child, was, as we have already
in some degree observed, at its lowest human ebb

For although Russia, under Catherine the Great, was
one of the first countries to institute, in 1782, a system of
State education, the schools were few and confined entirely
to towns. A later Tsar, Nicholas I, perceiving that
education was a menace to autocracy, forbade secondary
education to serfs, workers, or peasants, reserving this and
other forms of higher education for the privileged classes.

The struggle for education was long and bitter, and not
in any substantial measure successful under the Tsarist
regime. The mass of people still lay beyond the pale
of even the most elementary forms of education. The fine
scholarship and art that existed was limited to a favoured
few, and confined to the Russian tongue. National minor'
ities were almost wholly without elementary schooling.

Church and Tsar united, alas, in nullifying the attempts
of liberals to spread popular education.

In 1904 3 3 per cent, of the population were at school
in Russia, compared with 19 per cent, in the United States.
And whilst England, as far back as 1877, was spending a
very inadequate sum equivalent to izs. B^d per head on
education, Russia was spending only is. o^d In 1914 Russia
occupied nineteenth place on the list of world literacy:
72 per cent, of its people could neither read nor write. In
some Asiatic provinces this figure reached 99 per cent.

Then came the War, the revolution, the civil war, the
blockade, and the famine of 1921 and 1922. Education
was brought to a standstill.

Educational reconstruction did not in practice begin until
1922, although the earliest decree of the Bolshevik Govern-
ment had proclaimed that education was to be universal
and free to all, iriespective of colour or race. It was
rightly perceived that if communism was to succeed at all,
it would be only upon a basis of high cultuie as well as high